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Dear Parents / Guardians: 
 
We hope that this communication continues to find you and your family healthy and well at a time 
when our world continues to be confronted with unprecedented and extenuating circumstances that 
impact the safety and well-being of our loved ones.  
 
The West Orange Public Schools continue to press forward with virtual learning as we face 
indefinite closures.  As a district, we are challenged by the careful and considerable thought that 
must be given to NJDOE attendance requirements, assignments submissions and grading policies 
that govern course completion.  
 
While all NJ State Assessments have been cancelled (Grades 3-12), in order for students to be 
awarded credit and/or pass their courses for the 2019-2020 school year, attendance and 
completion of coursework requirements must be met.  This means, each student must demonstrate 
daily attendance by completing and submitting the required assignments for each course.  
 
To this end, we are writing to reiterate expectations around attendance, assignments and grading 
for students in grades 6-12.  The district, to date, has implemented the following supports to assist 
our students to meet their course requirements: 
  

● Identified the first two weeks of E-Learning as a transition period.  This afforded the district 
the ability to ensure that all students have adequate technology and access to the internet. 
It also provided the opportunity for students and parents to acclimate to the E-Learning 
environment; 

● Added three “catch-up” days to the E-Learning calendar (April 3rd, April 8th, April 22nd), in 
which students were not assigned any additional work and given the opportunity to make-up 
missed assignments; 

● Communicated with students and parents via phone and email any concerns and/or 
patterns of missed assignments; 

● Held virtual conferences with students and parents in an attempt to understand individual 
extenuating circumstances and provide necessary supports;  

● Extended the marking period to April 27th, to give students the opportunity to complete and 
submit all assignments prior to final grades being posted; and 

● Continue to receive student assignments (without penalty to the student’s grade). 

 



 
 

Attendance, Assignments & Grading 
Grades 6-12 

Accordingly, beginning Monday, April 13th, all attendance and student grades will be 
formally posted in PowerSchool.  Absences will be recorded.  Missing assignments will turn 
into a failing grade unless submitted by 11:59pm on Monday, April 27th.  

It is extremely important that students participate in their classes, as demonstrated by the 
completion and submission of all assignments indicated in their Google Classroom. We encourage 
our students to review their class assignments and maximize the use of the remaining “catch-up” 
day (April 22nd), to complete and submit any assignments that are outstanding as soon as 
possible.  

Lastly, please be reminded of district policy (also stated in the student handbook), “All forms of 
academic dishonesty are unacceptable...to include copying from published works (plagiarism).”  
Teachers continue to be flexible and support students as they adapt to the E-Learning platform. 
Please know, however, that students who plagiarize or have repeatedly plagiarized during 
E-Learning will receive a zero for the plagiarised assignment and parents will be notified.  
 
Should you have any questions regarding your child’s attendance, assignment submission 
and/or grades, please review these in the Parent Portal and communicate any concerns to your 
principal. 
 
Thank you for your continued support as we, in partnership, work together to ensure the 
academic success of our students. 
 
May your families remain healthy and well, 

 
Eveny de Mendez 
Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum and Instruction 
 
 
 

 


